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NAIL-LIKE in shape alone,

Iran bustles with enerey
she holds much b commen
with her Arals neichbors, b
ber penple wre Arvans-—Indo-
European: wha migrated from
the Azian hewrtland in the sec-
apdd millenmigm 8.0,

Greek influence waned af-
ler the deatli af Alexander ihe
Great ot Babsdon in 523 ne,
and Persia emtened a 2 000-vear
period of rule by a succession of
imvaders interaperssd with ng
tive dynasties. Arabe in A, Gin
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itrocluced lslom. Today, after
surviving counthess wirs, Iran
has  repninedd
i kvel of na-
tenal  stabality
compawrakle o
thai ol her long-nzo EnLre,

AREL: A6 208 wg mi POPFULA-
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praing, wanl,  oolbon,  lohacto
MaApOR Crriis:  Tehran  (pop
1 Scns (enE, cagaial. Tabriz, Dsfaban,
Shiraz, Absdsn. CLIMATE: Dy,
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